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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

Site visits are one of the crucial steps on acquiring not only information needed to successfully 

conduct a research, but also to gain impressions and tacit knowledge on Alpine Industrial 

Landscapes. Site visits are therefore an essential opportunity to examine, explain and deepen 

our field of research of AILs in a formal and informal way. They are part of an activity of WP T2: 

Co-assessment of AILs actual conditions and a deliverable D.T2.2.1. This deliverable will be 

delivered in a set of four so-called mini reports, for each countryõsõ pilot site. They will be done 

jointly between a regional and corresponding research project partner.  

 

Purpose of mini reports is to serve as a general summary, describing and depicting events of 

the fieldwork on the first day and a record of agreements made at the Reflection Sessions on 

the following day. Contents of the reports will present an important input for individual thematic 

assessment reports: Assessment of AILs and Assessment of Methods (Figure 1). 

 

 
Figure 1: Scheme of the WPT2 Assessment Framework and site visits within the assessment procedure.  
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MEETING / EVENT REPORT 
 

Title of Event/Meeting:  

Site Visit Leoben/Eisenerz ð Austria: Fieldwork + reflection 

session 

 

Date & Place: January 24th ð 25th 2019, Leoben/Eisenerz 

Partner/s Involved:  All trAILs partners 

Relation to Project:  Site visit + meeting with stakeholders + reflection 

Topics tackled and description 

of links to deliverables/outputs  

Activity T2.2.: Co-assessment of AILs actual conditions and 

socio-economic context ð T2.2.1 Site visit and on-site 

survey in pilot region òStyrian Iron Routeó 

Expected effects and follow -

up, findings/conclusions that 

will contribute to achieving 

further project results  

Site visits are essential to understand AILs as well as to 

assess their characteristics through on-site surveys and 

intensive fieldwork. They provide the basis for the co-

design of transformation scenarios. 

Type of audience reached 

(project target groups)  

Numbers of reached target groups in the framework of 

the event:  

TARGET GROUP VALUE 

LOCAL PUBLIC AUTHORITY 1 

REGIONAL AUTHORITY  

NATIONAL PUBLIC 

AUTHORITY 
 

SECTORAL AGENCY  

INFRASTRUCTURE AND 

PUBLIC SERVICE PROVIDER 
 

HIGHER EDUCATION AND 

RESEARCH 
 

GENERAL PUBLIC   
 

Annexes (photo, media 

coverage web-links ect.,ê) 
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2 GROUP SITE VISIT OF EISENERZ 

 

12:00 a.m.: Meeting of participants of all 10 partners at Kongress Hotel in Leoben and bus 

transfer from Leoben to Eisenerz with first views of the site and of Erzberg/Eisenerz along the 

road. 

13:00 p.m.: Arrival at pilot site òOld blast furnace site M¿nichtal / Eisenerzõõ: 

- Site tour led by VESTE 

- Participation/presentati on of :  

Á Site owners of former òPilkington/Alumeltó plant: Mr. Werner Altrichter, Ernst 

Bauer, Helmut Wulz 

Á Municipality of Eisenerz: Thomas Iraschko 

Á Recycling company Primaras: Mr. Wallner 

- General introduction about pilot site in former office of Alumelt ex plaining 

perceptions of the site, challenges and visions (see pilot profile) 

- Afterwards visit of: 

Á Alumelt/Pilkington halls  

Á Former gas power station 

Á Former electricity station - not possible due to snow  

Á Walk across whole site (covered with snow) 

- Picture, video and drone documentation of site  

- Return to Eisenerz centre by foot - climb of adjacent hill for good views of site  

- Due to snow conditions and weather, a walk through the city centre of Eisenerz was 

cancelled 

16:15 p.m.: return to Leoben. 

19:00 p.m.: (net)working dinner at òSchwarzer Hundó/Leoben. Discussion of field visit and of 

potentials of site. 
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Figure 2: Map of site òM¿nichtaló in Eisenerz 

 

Additional support work:  

TUW made a pre -site visit tour  (morning of 24 -01-2019) on the site and in the city centre 

of Eisenerz, including a walk to the so-called òSchichtturmó, to gain an overview of the 

municipality and to get to know the local conditions better, especially the settlement 

structure, which they need to analyse in their assessment.  

UNIVR carried out  5 video interviews  with locals in VESTE office: 

¶ 11:30 h: Horst Linschinger (former worker at pilot site, now worker at òIron mountainó) 

¶ 12:00 h: Christine Holzweber (mayor of Eisenerz, politician) 

¶ 12:30 h: Gerhard Niederhofer (local historian) 

¶ 16:30 h: Anton Reinprecht (priest) 

¶ 17:00 h: Eva Schiller (18 year apprentice from Eisenerz, common citizen) 

 

Table 1: Content and structure of the interviews carried out by UNIVR  

 

Dimensions Interview questions  

Profile of the respondent  
(0) Whatõs your name? 

How old are you?  

Since when do you live in Eisenerz?  

What is your main occupation? 
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Alpine Identity  (1) How would you describe the character of the people of Eisenerz? 

Territorial Integration  
(2) How has your municipality changed over the course of time, as 

long as you can remember?  

[eg: in relation to your life style, the way you live in the local territory, 

to the surrounding environment, socio -economic context..] 

Economic Impact  (3) In your opinion, is the depopulation that Eisenerz has experienced 

in the last few decades related also to the transformations of the 

industrial site or does it depend on other specific structural reasons 

linked to the territory?  

Memory of the work  (4) Can you tell me an episode related to the Eisenerz industrial site 

that you have heard or known and that impressed you particularly? 

Patrimonialization  (5) If you had to take me to visit 2 or 3 characteristic places in 

Eisenerz, where would you take me? Why? 

Projections on the future  
(6a) How do you imagine Eisenerz in fifty years? 

(6b) If you had 1 million euros to invest in the Eisenerz's iron 

business, what would you do with it? 

 

 

2.1 QUESTIONS & ANSWERS  

 

Table 2: Main stakeholders on site and their contacts 

 

Stakeholder name Stakeholder function / 

role 

Contact 

Werner Altrichter, Ernst 

Bauer, Helmut Wulz 

Representatives of site owner 

ăPilkington/Alumeltò 

w.altrichter@koenigimmoholding.com  

Thomas Iraschko Head of economic 

department of municipality 

of Eisenerz 

thomas.iraschko@eisenerz.at 

Mr. Wallner Recycling company Primaras ? 

 

Table 3: Q&A of the site visit  tackled 

 

Topics tackled / questions  Answers 

Team TUW: Why did the Alumelt GmbH had to 

leave Eisenerz? 

Helmut Wulz (Alumelt): the aluminium-melting  

factory had to be closed due to complaints of 

neighbours regarding the leakage of pollutants 

which arose within the remelting procedure. The 
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company closed the factory in Eisenerz and 

opened a new one in Hungary.  

Helmut Wulz (Alumelt): told about the Bitcoin 

farm in the former Alumelt hall  

 

General location of Eisenerz and of pilot  ð 

disadvantages/challenges 

¶ Eisenerz not directly connected with the 

major transit routes (especially road traffic).  

¶ Lack of (skilled) workers in the shrinking city 

of Eisenerz 

¶ Pilot site òM¿nichtaló is next to a settlement 

area (including a tourist resort some 100 

meters away). That means that any possible 

industrial use (creating emissions ð dust, 

smell, noise etc.) must be coordinated with 

the residents. 

¶ Due to metal scrap recycling company on 

site, the exterior appearance of the site is 

not very attractive 

Characteristics of buildings of site ¶ Former Alumelt: 14.000 sqm modern factory 

hall(160x90 m) + 1.100 sqm office space 

¶ Former gas power station: in derelict state 

Possible ideas for 

intervention/reuse/transformation  

Main asset (in comparison with better located 

sites) for a reuse should be a regional context 

(e.g. processing of regional natural resources, 

regional value chain ð short transportation 

distances). 

In this context: Analysation of regional 

resources/possible value chains should be 

carried out. Important is to include the labour 

market in the conceptualisation (skills, number 

of available workers, wages etc.) 

 

 

3 REFLECTION SESSION 

 

The reflection session started with a short introduction about the procedure and the 

terminology by TomaĤ Pipan (UL). After that, research partners started to present their 

assessment methods which will be carried out in the WP T2. After each presentation, few 

minutes were intended for any questions and answers that the PPs had (for content of the 

presentations see LRZ Sync&Share).  

 

After the first part of the reflection session the second one was prepared to discuss the contents 

of the assessment presentations and to see which kind of assessment methods and analysis 

elements are important for the regional and research PPs. Therefore UL prepared posters, 

where research PPs filled in the analysis elements and regional and other research PPs 

evaluated the importance of the element by putting stickers in less important or more important 
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brackets for each analysis element. The regional PPs evaluated, if the individual analysis element 

is less of more important for the regional development and the research PPs evaluated, if the 

individual analysis element is less or more important for the WP T3 dossier. 

 

 

Figure 3: Part 1 of the reflection session ð presentation of the assessment methods of the research partners. 

Source: Isabella Schuster, TUW 

 

 

Figure 4: Part 2.1 of the reflection session ð valuation of the different assessment contents by regional and 

research partners. Source: Manca Kroselj, UL 
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Figure 5: Part 2.2 of the reflection session ð joint review of assessment methods and contents with discussion 

about the further procedure in the WP T2. Source: Manca Kroselj, UL 

 

 
Figure 6: Evaluation of the poster of TUW ð Spatial and landscape assessment. 
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Figure 7: Evaluation of the poster of TUM ð Environmental and ecological assessment 

 

 
Figure 8: Evaluation of the poster of POLIMI ð Spatial and landscape assessment 
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Figure 9: Evaluation of the poster of UNIVR ð Socio-economic assessment 

 

 

3.1 AGREEMENTS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE ASSESSMENTS 

 

Spatial and landscape assessment (TUW ð Julia Pechhacker and POLIMI ð Elena Solero): 

Main discussion, comments and questions about spatial and landscape assessments (presented 

by TUW and POLIMI) concerned the scale and variety of analysis which will be used in the 

assessments. There was a reconciliation that TUW provides assessment results of the 

regional/municipal level and that POLIMI focuses on the site and the surrounding area.  

 

Table 4: Main analysis elements that will be used  in the  spatial and landscape assessment 

 

Regional/ municipal level  Local level  

Natural environment  Environmental and landscape framework 

Settlement structure Settlement framework  

Traffic infrastructure and network with supply 

and disposal infrastructure 

Mobility framework  

Legal framework Urban planning rules and projects in progress 

 

Environmental and ecological assessment (TUM-ROEK ð Katharina Strobl)  

One of the main consideration for the environmental and ecological assessment was to 

consider ecological aspects as a possible and very likely potential for future development of 

(former) industrial sites. Not only to monitor the status quo, but also to start thinking about how 

to tackle the potential question on development scenarios of such sites.  












