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SHARE

Hydropower (HP) is the most important renewable resource for elec-
tricity production in the Alpine area, but creates serious environmen-
tal impacts. RES-e directives promote the production of renewable
electricity, whereas the Water Framework Directive obliges Member
States to reach a “good” ecological status of water bodies, thus limit-
ing the exploitation of hydropower.

In 11 pilot areas, the SHARE project has developed, promoted and

tested a decision support system for merging river ecosystem servic-
es and HP requirements, on an unprejudiced basis, using a Multi Cri-
teria Analysis (MCA) methodology, which is adaptable to local cases.

Key achievements

+ Toolkit for the planning and assessing of HP facilities taking into
account ecosystems services

+ Guidelines on the integration of MCA procedures in normative texts

+ Indicators database to evaluate the effect of HP on water bodies
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