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By defining clear criteriafor sustainability, the Taxonomy Regulation helpsguide investment
decisions, ensuring thatcapital flows are directed towards activities that contribute to the EU’s
environmental goals. For the textile industry, this means aligning production practices with these
objectives, thereby enhancing sustainability and competitivenessin the global market.

The Taxonomy Regulation also opensup new opportunities for Alpine producers who focus on
sustainable practices. By aligning their operationswith the Taxonomy’s criteria, small businesses
can attract investment and funding aimed at promoting green economic activities. This
alignment can also enhance their appeal to environmentally-consciousconsumers who are
increasingly demanding productsthat contribute positively to the environment.

A.7 Safe and Sustainable by Design (SSbD)

The Safe and Sustainable by Design (SSbD) framework representsan emerging approach within
the European Union aimed at integrating safety and sustainability principlesdirectly into the
design and development phases of materials, products, and processes. Itsgoal is to encourage
businesses to proactively reduce environmental and human health risks while promoting the
efficient use of resources throughout the lifecycle of products. The SSbD framework aligns with
the European Green Deal's broader objectives and contributes to the EU's transition to a circular
economy by emphasizing product durability, repairability, and recyclability. Thisapproach seeks
to ensure that sustainability isconsidered from the outset, guiding companies in making
decisions that balance environmental, social, and economicfactors.

This framework presents significant opportunities for Alpine textile producers. By incorporating
SSbD principles, businessescan differentiate themselves in the market by offering products that
meet the growing consumer demand for sustainable and safe textiles. Thisis particularly
relevant in premium markets, where the combination of high-quality, locally produced goods
with verifiable sustainability credentialscan be a powerful selling point. SSbD principles allow
traditional producers to integrate sustainability withoutlosing the authenticity and unique value
of their craftsmanship. For example, using locally sourced, naturaimaterials that align with SSbD
standards can help maintain the cultural heritage of textile production in regions known for their
distinctive techniques and designs.
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AlpTextyles is an Interreg Alpine Space project that gathers the heritage of Alpine textile ecosystems
to develop collaborative business and cultural solutions toward a circular and sustainable textile industry.
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