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1 Research background

Recommendations from RSA10 and specific objective of the Alpine Space Programme
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Specific objective of the Alpine Space 

Programme: SO 4.1 - Enhancing 

institutional capacity of public 

authorities and stakeholders to 

implement macro-regional strategies 

and sea-basin strategies, as well as 

other territorial strategies 

Priority 4: Cooperatively managed and 

developed Alpine region



1 Research background

Governance topic as the worst evaluated of five selected topics of QoL (RSA 10, 2025)
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1 Research background

Current knowledge about quality of life governance in the Alps
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• No common understanding and naming of the quality 
of life across the Alps, also well-being, life standard, 
welfare etc. 

• Only Slovenia and Switzerland with the national 
policy, specifically focused on quality of life

• Cross-sectoral topic

• On regional/local level the topic is mainly covered in 
programmes, strategic documents, concepts action 
plans etc.

What is the state of the art of local governance of 
quality of life?



3 Methodology

Literature review and preparation of position paper

Literature review: articles, chapters, and other resources analysed to depict 

theoretical knowledge about QoL local governance, e.g. governance models, 

factors influencing QoL, role of local governance and various stakeholders etc.

Preparation of position paper: 

• Overview of existing knowledge

• Identification of major QoL topics on the local level, major governance issues, 

relevant stakeholders

5



3 Methodology

Interviews with the local communities

Aims and objectives: Retrieving detailed information about current governance 

practices (cross-sectoral co-operation, public participation) and coverage of QoL

Timeline: June to September 2025

Method: 

• Questionnaire in ENG and all Alpine languages, questions on current state of the 

local governance of QoL, major issues of QoL, policies and stakeholders included in 

the QoL, citizens’ engagement in QoL–related policy preparation/ implementation

• 10 semi-structured interviews per country, covering SI, FR, AT, DE and IT 

• Various municipalities in terms of size (population/area), urban/rural character, 

location
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3 Results

Major quality of life topics on the local level
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3 Results

Major QoL-related governance challenges
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3 Results

Major stakeholders
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3 Results

Based on the interviews

• Local governance of QoL is varied and depends on the size of the municipality and its administration

• Municipalities recognize different topics, risks and challenges in regard to QoL

• QoL most often covered by the departments, responsible for social matters, infrastructure and spatial planning

• In smaller municipalities, no specific QoL-related policy nor monitoring, but instead, a direct dialog between the 

mayor and inhabitants

• QoL is not recognized as an umbrella topic of the local policies, however, it is seen as extremely relevant for the 

local communities
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4 Further steps

Workshops with the 10 selected local communities will offer 
more in-depth knowledge

Preparation of Alpine umbrella roadmap

Research feeds back to the EUSALP, Alpine Space 

Programme and multiannual programme of AC, and 

specifically the WG on spatial planning  and sustainable 

development, and the Alpine Climate Board (their lifestyles 

project)
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5 Thank you for your attention.

Learn more:

• Check out the position paper, available in all Alpine languages. Available via 

the project website: https://www.alpine-space.eu/project/govqol/

• 10th Report on the State of the Alps, available via Alpine Convention site

• Join our observers’ list to receive news from the project. Please fill in the 

form, accessible via the QR code or link: https://1ka.arnes.si/a/6b73e804

Authors: 

• Naja Marot, Pina Klara Petrović Jesenovec (UL, naja.marot@bf.uni-lj.si), 

Erblin Berisha, Cemre Ay Betul, Magda Bolzoni (POLITO, 

erblin.berisha@polito.it), 
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