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1. Introduction 
This deliverable (D2.1.3), released at month 36, represents the collection of press releases related to  the 

launch and the closure of the Living Labs (LLs) pilot action. LL Coordinators of each country hosting one of 

the five Living Labs - Austria, Germany, Slovenia, Italy, and France - were responsible for producing two 

press releases. In total, 10 press releases ( 5 for the Launch + 5 for the closing) were expected to be 

produced during the pilot action.  

Each LL represents a local testing environment where innovative business models and policy tools were 

developed to enhance the economic and social value of Forest Ecosystem Services (FES). 

These press releases were expected be circulated through various channels, including the partners’ 

website and regional platforms.  

 

1.1 Definition and goals of a press release 

Press releases are official communications issued by FEV Project Partners to inform the media. Their 

purpose is twofold: 

1. Launch announcement: the first press release announces the launch of the Living Lab, typically 

in connection with  a kick-off meeting or initial event. 

2. Closing update: the second press release highlights the conclusion of the Living Lab activities and 

presents outcomes, usually in connection with a conclusive meeting or event. 

The primary goal of these press releases is to engage journalists and promote public dissemination 

through media articles, thereby increasing awareness of the Living Lab's objectives, activities, and 

achievements. 

In addition to the press releases, each country is encouraged to seek media coverage. Media coverage 

refers to any articles, news reports, or other content published in the media related to the launch, 

activities, or outcomes of the Living Labs pilot action. 

Both press releases and media coverage are critical components of the communication strategy, ensuring 

that the activities of the Living Labs are effectively shared with relevant audiences and stakeholders. 

2. Project overview  
Forests of the Alpine Space play a key role in climate change mitigation and resilience, providing multiple 

ecosystem services (ES) and environmental and social benefits such as CO₂ absorption, air pollution 

reduction, biodiversity enhancement, and protection against natural hazards. However, they are 

threatened by abandonment, climate change, and territorial degradation, which progressively reduce 

natural resources and the provision of forest ES (FES). Maintenance costs of Alpine forests are high, and 

public funds and traditional wood value chains are insufficient to cover them. Economic valuation and 

payment schemes for FES are widely discussed but rarely successfully applied. 

The Forest EcoValue project addresses this challenge by developing innovative, sustainable business 

models for forest management and maintenance, supporting new bio-based value chains and ES markets, 

and involving different sectors, public and private actors, and citizens. Restoring and maintaining healthy 

forests has been recognised as a source of value for the Alpine region, while also creating business 

opportunities and green jobs for Alpine communities. 

The project focuses on a subset of FES from the following categories: 
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• Provisioning (e.g. biomass, raw materials, chemicals) with a specific focus on non-timber forest 

products, and on the production of woody biomass for energy, integrated into circular energy 

markets. 

• Regulating (e.g. biodiversity, natural risk reduction, CO₂ absorption) concretely working on 

carbon and biodiversity credits, natural risk management through protective forests, and 

innovative environmental finance instruments such as green bonds and reverse auctions.  

• Cultural (e.g. recreation, habitat experience, health) particularly enhancing recreational and 

tourism services and spiritual and cultural services. 

These services have been explored and tested within Living Labs (LLs) across five countries, located in 

different Alpine territories and representing diverse ecological and socio-economic contexts: 

• Italy – Valle Tanaro, Piedmont: The LL in Valle Tanaro explores innovative approaches to 

valorising chestnut groves, promoting non-timber forest products, developing carbon and 

biodiversity credits, and fostering experiential activities linked to forest and rural heritage. 

• France - Haute-Savoie: Grand Annecy and Thonon LLs focus respectively on two aspects 1) 

recreational ecosystem services, enhancing the value of forests through the sale of experiences 

such as ecotourism, outdoor activities, and educational programmes 2) enhancing the value of 

water regulation services through a public-private partnership. 

• Slovenia – Karavanke Mountains, municipality Tržič: The Slovenian LL addresses natural risk 

management with a focus on torrent control, advances solutions for wood biomass supply chains 

and promotes sustainable tourism and recreational use of forests. 

• Austria – Province of Styria: The Styrian LL concentrates on biodiversity and habitat provision 

and carbon sequestration and storage through innovative financing mechanisms such as reverse 

auctions.  

• Germany – Tegernsee Valley, Upper Bavaria: The German LL explores spiritual and cultural 

services, such as forest cemeteries with biodegradable urns, while also fostering habitat and 

biodiversity conservation through collaborative public–private partnerships. 

Accordingly, the project is aiming to: 

• Map and analyse the Alpine Space forests delivery capacity of FES; 

• Identify and estimate the economic potential, define business models and FES market 

frameworks; 

• Test the models/tools developed by the consortium in pilot LLs involving local players; 

• Compare results at transnational level, identifying obstacles and facilitating factors; 

• Analyse the need for innovative policies to foster forest maintenance, FES markets, and new value 

chains; 

• Elaborate refined transferable tools/models and policy proposals to enable new markets and 

value chains and ensure the expected FES. 
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Throughout the project, a continuous participatory process is carried out within the Living Labs. 

Stakeholders’ active involvement in these labs is essential for co-designing and testing models and tools, 

ensuring that the innovative approaches are rooted in local realities. In parallel, public events and 

capacity-building workshops have strengthened engagement, supported knowledge transfer, and 

provided regular updates on project activities. This participatory and long-term approach, tested across 

the five territories, is paving the way for refined, transferable tools and policy proposals that can unlock 

new markets and value chains while safeguarding the provision of ecosystem services in the Alpine Space. 

Project duration: 36 months  

 

3. Press releases for the launch of the Living Labs 

Italian Living Lab 

The launch of the Italian Living Lab was announced through a press release issued on May 17, 2024, 

coordinated by FINPIE/PP1, Lead Partner of the Forest EcoValue project, in collaboration with the other 

Italian partners FLA/PP2, LGCA/PP7, IPLA and WALDEN Srl, which supported the facilitation of local 

activities. 

The press release was published on the institutional website of FINPIE/PP1 and was circulated through 

social media and local/regional media. 

The official announcement took place within the “Festival della Montagna – Anima Alpina” in Cuneo, 

celebrated as Alpine City of the Year 2024. During the workshop entitled “Città Alpine – Prospettive per una 

nuova relazione tra città alpine e territori montani”, FINPIE/PP1 presented the Forest EcoValue project and 

officially announced the Valle Tanaro as the Italian Living Lab. 

The press release for the launch of the Italian Living Lab outlined the project’s main objectives: to 

support ecosystem services in Alpine forests through sustainable management and to strengthen green 

and circular value chains by fostering new public–private market models. 

The Living Lab launch served as a platform to present the project’s goals to the public and regional 

stakeholders, including forest owners, local municipalities, and enterprises active in the forestry and 

tourism sectors. 

The launch event marked the start of pilot activities and the engagement of local stakeholders within the 

Valle Tanaro. 
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Figure 1: Press release for the launch of the Italian Living Lab, as published on Finpiemonte website 

The media coverage of the press release about the Valle Tanaro Living Lab initiative was extensive and 

spanned multiple platforms, highlighting various aspects of the project and its significance. The coverage 

emphasized the project’s objectives, including promoting ecosystem services in alpine forests through 

sustainable management and strengthening public-private market models and green, circular value 

chains. The press release appeared in at least nine local and regional magazines. The majority of the 

coverage was in local outlets. However, La Stampa, being a major publication with a national presence 
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and including a regional section dedicated to Piedmont, provided broader reach for the project. In the 

attachment an extended version of the media coverage is provided. 

 

Table 1: Press release summary for the launch of the Italian Living Lab 

Newspaper Date Title Page 

L'Unione Monregalese 22/05/2024 
La Valle Tanaro sarà un living lab per sostenere 

i servizi ecosistemici delle foreste alpine 
2 

Cuneodice.it 20/05/2025 
La Valle Tanaro sarà il "living lab" italiano del 

progetto europeo Forest EcoValue 
3 

CuneoCronaca.it 18/05/2025 
La Valle Tanaro sarà il living lab italiano del 

progetto europeo per la gestione delle foreste 

alpi 

5 

La Stampa - Ed. Cuneo 18/05/2025 
Brava Cuneo, città alpina in dialogo col 

territorio 
8 

Lastampa.it 18/05/2025 
Brava Cuneo, città alpina in dialogo col 

territorio 
10 

Targatocn.it 18/05/2025 
La Valle Tanaro diventa un laboratorio a cielo 

aperto per lo studio e la sostenibilità delle 

foreste 

11 

Ideawebtv.it 17/05/2025 
La Valle Tanaro sarà il living lab italiano del 

progetto europeo Forest EcoValue 
13 

Lastampa.it 17/05/2025 
La Valle Tanaro living lab italiano del progetto 

Forest EcoValue 
16 

Quotidianopiemontese.it 17/05/2025 
Cuneo: la Valle Tanaro sarà il living lab italiano 

del progetto europeo Forest EcoValue 
17 

 

The announcement was amplified through LinkedIn and Facebook. Two main LinkedIn posts were 

published by FINPIE/PP1: 

• May 17, 2024: announcing the launch and event at “Cuneo Mountain Festival” (491 impressions, 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7197271915411959808) 

• May 20, 2024: follow-up post highlighting stakeholder participation (60 impressions,  

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7198226221736857600) 

This online engagement contributed to extending the visibility of the Italian LL beyond the Piedmont 

region. 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7197271915411959808
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7198226221736857600
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Figure 2: FINPIE/PP1 LinkedIn post of May 20, 2024 

 

German Living Lab 

The German Living Lab was launched on July 25, 2024 in the Miesbach district (Bavaria). The Living Lab 

is coordinated by Ifuplan/PP6 and focuses on developing new business models and value chains for forest 

ecosystem services (FES) within the Alpine region. The kick-off event took place on July 25, 2024 and 

involved local stakeholders, including the Waldbesitzervereinigung (WBV) Holzkirchen, private forest 

owner Mr. Leonhard Bendel and representatives from Ifuplan. 

Following the event, a launching press release titled “Verantwortungsvolle Geschäfte mit naturnahen 

Wäldern” (“Responsible Businesses with Natural Forests”) was issued on October 31, 2024 and shared on 

Ifuplan’s website (ifuplan.de/). 

It presented the Forest EcoValue project and the role of the German Living Lab as a testing ground for 

innovative solutions aimed at balancing forest productivity and biodiversity. 

https://www.ifuplan.de/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/pressemitteilung_forestecovalue_ifuplan_31102024.pdf
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Figure 3: Press release for the launch of the German Living Lab 

The distribution ensured broad visibility for the German pilot, highlighting the engagement of both 

regional forest owners and the media. The press release was distributed on the same day (October 31, 

2024), to multiple media outlets and platforms, including: 

• Extrem News: published on their service platform; 

• Fair-News: available through their press release portal; 

• Süddeutsche Zeitung: shared via email with regional and national sections, including Bad Tölz-

Wolfratshausen; 
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• Bayerischer Rundfunk: distributed to a journalist specializing in regional topics; 

• Miesbacher Merkur and Tölzer Kurier: targeted local newspapers covering the Miesbach and Bad 

Tölz districts. 

Table 2: Press release summary for the launch of the German Living Lab 

Press release title Date Recipient Webiste 

Verantwortungsvolle 

Geschäfte mit 
naturnahen Wäldern 

31/10/2024 EXTREM NEWS 
https://www.extremnews.com/service/

5184129035034e6/ 

Verantwortungsvolle 

Geschäfte mit 
naturnahen Wäldern 

31/10/2024 Fair news 
https://www.fair-news.de/meine-

pressemitteilungen 

Verantwortungsvolle 
Geschäfte mit 

naturnahen Wäldern 

31/10/2024  Süddeutsche Zeitung 

Verantwortungsvolle 
Geschäfte mit 

naturnahen Wäldern 

31/10/2024 Lena v. Holt Bayerischer Rundfunk 

Verantwortungsvolle 
Geschäfte mit 

naturnahen Wäldern 

31/10/2024  Merkur, Landkreisteil Miesbach 

Verantwortungsvolle 
Geschäfte mit 

naturnahen Wäldern 

31/10/2024  Merkur, Landkreisteil Bad Tölz 

Verantwortungsvolle 

Geschäfte mit 
naturnahen Wäldern 

31/10/2024  Süddeutsche Zeitung, Regionalteil Bad 

Tölz-Wolfratshausen 

The announcement was amplified through a LinkedIn post on the ifuplan LinkedIn page at this link: 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ifuplan_verantwortungsvolle-gesch%C3%A4fte-mit-naturnahen-

activity). 

Slovenian Living Lab 

The Slovenian Living Lab is coordinated by the ZGS/PP5 and is located in the Municipality of Tržič, 

identified as the pilot area for the country. 

The launch press release, published on November 27, 2024, described the first workshop held with the 

Municipality of Tržič under the title “Delavnica z občino Tržič o ekosistemskih storitvah” (“Workshop with 

the Municipality of Tržič on Ecosystem Services”). 

The event brought together Mayor Peter Miklič, municipal officials and ZGS representatives. The press 

release highlighted three ecosystem services under study in the Slovenian pilot: biomass use, protection 

against natural disasters (with a focus on torrential floods) and tourism. 

https://www.extremnews.com/service/5184129035034e6/
https://www.extremnews.com/service/5184129035034e6/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ifuplan_verantwortungsvolle-gesch%C3%A4fte-mit-naturnahen-activity-7260278150327103488-Mr67?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios&rcm=ACoAAEEBSYUBakLlOqAMeT9Bj8yc-tLgpEIC7Aw
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ifuplan_verantwortungsvolle-gesch%C3%A4fte-mit-naturnahen-activity-7260278150327103488-Mr67?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios&rcm=ACoAAEEBSYUBakLlOqAMeT9Bj8yc-tLgpEIC7Aw
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Figure 4: Press release for the launch of the Slovenian Living Lab 

 

Austrian Living Lab 

The Austrian Living Lab was officially launched at the end of 2023, coordinated jointly by UNIGRAZ/PP8 

and HCS/PP11.  

The kick-off meeting took place on December 4, 2023 with the Styrian Forest Owner Association 

(Waldverband Steiermark), focusing on three key forest ecosystem services: carbon storage, habitat 

maintenance and timber provision.  
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A formal press release was circulated on November 7, 2024, officially declaring Styria as the Austrian 

Living Lab within the Forest EcoValue project. It described the Austrian Living Lab’s dual focus on 

biodiversity enhancement and carbon stability, and announced the collaboration with Raiffeisen 

Landesbank Steiermark as a funding partner. 
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Figure 5: Press release for the launch of the Austrian Living Lab 

 

French Living Lab 

The French Living Lab is located in the Grand Annecy area and coordinated by INRAE/PP4, CNPF/PP9 

and ONF/PP10. 
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The launch press release, titled “Forest EcoValue, un projet européen au service des forêts alpines”, was 

published on October 21, 2023. It announced Grand Annecy as the French pilot site and introduced the 

project’s aim to assess and valorise forest ecosystem services through innovative public–private models. 

The communication outlined two case studies: 

• Thonon-les-Bains, focusing on water regulation services; 

• Grand Annecy, focusing on recreation and forest management under high visitor pressure. 

The release stressed that Alpine forests are under increasing pressure due to climate change and tourism 

and highlighted Forest EcoValue’s contribution to maintaining these ecosystems through collaborative 

governance and innovative financing schemes. 

 
Figure 6: Press release for the launch of the French Living Lab 
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4. Press releases for the closing of the Living Labs 

Italian Living Lab 

The Italian Living Lab concluded its pilot activities in the Valle Tanaro area (Piedmont region) with a 

public event held in Ormea on September 5, 2025, coordinated by FINPIE/PP1 in cooperation with 

IPLA/PP2, WALDEN Srl and the participation of regional and local stakeholders. The closing event marked 

the culmination of more than one year of work aimed at testing and promoting new approaches for the 

valorisation of FES in mountain areas.  

The press release, titled “Nuove prospettive per la valorizzazione del territorio”, was published on 

FINPIE/PP1 website on September 10, 2025, following the event. It summarised the outcomes of the 

Italian Living Lab and outlined future perspectives for the Valle Tanaro area. 

It focused on the results achieved through the pilot activities, the validation of the Strategic Roadmap 

with local stakeholders, and the promotion of sustainable forest management, ecosystem services, and 

green economy opportunities. 

The article also emphasised the importance of continued cooperation among local actors and the 

potential for future implementation and replication within the Alpine region. 

 
Figure 7: Press release for the closing of the Italian Living Lab, as published on the website of Finpiemonte 
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This closing communication marks a step towards consolidating the results of the Valle Tanaro Living Lab 

and exploring opportunities for future transfer and replication within the Alpine region. It also lays the 

groundwork for future implementation actions involving local and regional stakeholders. 

The press coverage was extensive, with articles published on September 10, 2025 in two major local 

newspapers: 

• La Provincia Granda, “A Ormea presentate aree di interesse per la valorizzazione del territorio”; 

• L’Unione Monregalese, “Forest EcoValue si chiude aprendo nuovi sviluppi”. 

 
           Figure 8: Extract from "La Provincia Granda" regarding the closing of the Italian Living Labs 

Both articles underlined the success of the Italian pilot, which tested a participatory model for integrating 

FES into local value chains and policies. The coverage also detailed the thematic areas prioritised for future 

valorisation, including: 

• the wood and chestnut supply chains; 

• the development of green chemistry based on forest biomass; 

• the promotion of local non-timber products; 

• new forms of eco-tourism and educational forest trails. 
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German Living Lab 

The publication of the closing press release for the German Living Lab, coordinated by Ifuplan/PP6, has 

been postponed due to the ongoing process of validating and consolidating the outcomes of the pilot 

activities. 

At this stage, the results and business model concepts developed within the Living Lab are still under 

assessment, particularly in cooperation with the National Forest Owner Association, in order to ensure 

that the communication materials accurately reflect the finalised and validated results. 

The partner has decided to postpone the release to guarantee that the final press communication 

presents robust, application-oriented and exploitable outcomes. Issuing the press release prematurely 

could compromise the quality and effectiveness of the dissemination, while a short delay will allow for a 

clearer and more substantial presentation of results and stakeholder engagement. 

According to the updated planning, the German closing press release is expected to be published 

following the completion of the Living Lab’s evaluation phase and the final stakeholder consultation. 

 

Slovenian Living Lab 

The Slovenian Living Lab, coordinated by ZGS/PP5, is currently in the final stage of preparing its closing 

event, scheduled for November 26, 2025 in the Municipality of Tržič.  

The timing of the event was influenced by the exceptionally high number of commitments, professional 

obligations and public activities involving key stakeholders at the beginning of autumn. To ensure a high-

quality event and strong participation, the planning process has focused on identifying a date that would 

enable the broadest possible attendance, particularly among those stakeholders most actively involved 

throughout the project and whose continued engagement is essential for advancing ecosystem services 

and related development opportunities. 

The corresponding closing press release is expected to be issued immediately after the event and will 

provide a concise overview of the results achieved through the pilot activities carried out in the areas of 

biomass utilisation, torrent management, and recreation and tourism services. 

The Slovenian closing press release is foreseen for submission by the end of November 2025. 

 

Austrian Living Lab 

The Austrian Living Lab, located in Styria and jointly coordinated by the UNIGRAZ/PP8 and Holzcluster 

HCS/PP11, ached its conclusion with a final public event organised as part of the Clusterforum of 

Holzcluster Steiermark, held in Graz on October 22, 2025. 

The event served as both the public closing of the Living Lab and a discussion forum for industry, 

research, and policy stakeholders on how to monetise FES and integrate them into market mechanisms. 

Participants included representatives from the Styrian Forest Owner Association (Waldverband 

Steiermark), Raiffeisen Landesbank Steiermark, WKO Styria and several private forest owners and 

industrial partners from across the region. 
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The closing press release titled “Steirisches Living Lab macht Ökosystemleistungen vergütbar” (“The 

Styrian Living Lab makes ecosystem services rewardable”) was published on October 22, 2025 on the 

Holzcluster Steiermark website and distributed to partner companies and forestry associations.  
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Figure 9: Press release for the closing of the Austrian Living Lab 

The media coverage of the Clusterforum was managed directly through Holzcluster Steiermark’s 

communication office. The news was shared on HCS’s official channels, including its website (holzcluster-

steiermark.at) and newsletter circulated to more than 170 partner companies in the forestry, bioeconomy 

and timber industries. 

Through this communication effort, the Austrian Living Lab successfully ensured wide dissemination 

among both scientific and industrial audiences, reinforcing the visibility of Forest EcoValue in the 

Austrian forestry and bioeconomy sectors. 

 

French Living Lab 

The French Living Lab concluded its activities with a final seminar held in Annecy on September  29, 

2025. The event was organised in collaboration with the Grand Annecy Agglomération and focused on 

presenting the final outcomes of the pilot actions carried out in the Grand Annecy and Thonon-les-Bains 

areas. 

The corresponding press release - again titled “Forest EcoValue, un projet européen au service des forêts 

alpines” for brand consistency - summarising the achievements of the French Living Lab and the key 

file:///C:/Users/longo/Downloads/holzcluster-steiermark.at
file:///C:/Users/longo/Downloads/holzcluster-steiermark.at
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messages of the final event. The press release described how the Living Lab tested financial and policy 

tools to compensate for the ecological costs of tourism, including the modulation of the tourist tax and 

the potential creation of local compensation funds for forest maintenance. 
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Figure 10: Press release for the closing of the French Living Lab 

The closing event was widely covered by local institutional channels. The press release was disseminated 

through: 

• the Grand Annecy website, under the “Transition écologique et forêt” section; 

• CNPF Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes and ONF Rhône-Alpes newsletters; 

• via social media posts by INRAE and ONF, reaching regional stakeholders and environmental 

associations. 

This visibility ensured the engagement of both the public and decision-makers in the debate on how to 

better integrate forest ecosystem services into territorial planning and financing tools. 

The closing communication also anticipated the preparation of a European Roadmap on FES, which will 

build on the lessons learned from all five Living Labs. 

 

5. Additional press releases 
Although the deliverable D.2.1.3 formally focuses on the collection of press releases related to the launch 

and closing of the Living Labs, in several cases additional communications were released by project 

partners at intermediate stages of implementation.  
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These additional press releases were issued to maintain visibility throughout the project lifecycle, to 

disseminate partial results, or to promote specific workshops and stakeholder events carried out 

within the Living Labs. 

They represent an important complement to the official launch and closing communications, ensuring 

continuous outreach and engagement with local stakeholders, institutions and the general public, 

contributed significantly to reinforcing the dissemination impact of the Forest EcoValue initiative across 

the Alpine region.  

 

Austrian Living Lab 

The Austrian Living Lab disseminated an intermediate press release on March 12, 2025, following the 

Waldmontag online event, held on February 17, 2025. 

The event was part of the regular Waldmontag series organised by the Waldverband Steiermark and was 

attended by more than 100 forest owners and professionals across Styria. 

The press release titled “Neue Geschäftsmodelle für Waldbesitzer:innen: Holzcluster Steiermark und 

Universität Graz starten Rückwärtsauktion für Biodiversität und Kohlenstoffstabilität” presented the 

reverse auction pilot mechanism, through which forest owners could receive financial compensation for 

actions enhancing biodiversity and carbon storage. 

Key elements highlighted in the communication included: 

• the collaboration among HCS, UNIGRAZ, and the Styrian Forest Owner Association; 

• the high level of participation and positive feedback from forest owners; 

• the involvement of Raiffeisen Landesbank Steiermark as financial supporter of the pilot. 

The press release concluded by inviting all forest owners to join the reverse auction. 
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Figure 11: Intermediate press release for the Austrian Living Lab 

 

French Living Lab 
The French Living Lab issued an intermediate press release on May 22, 2024, ahead of a technical 

meeting held at Très-le-Mont (Haute-Savoie).  

The communication served to share progress made since the launch and to present preliminary findings 

of the French pilot actions. Discussions, highlighted on the intermediate press release, focused on how to 

operationalise economic mechanisms for ecosystem service valorisation, particularly in relation to 

tourism and recreation. 

The intermediate communication helped maintain the visibility of the Living Lab and engaged local 

authorities and citizens in the co-design process. It paved the way for the final seminar in September 

2025, where results and policy recommendations were presented. 
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Figure 12: Intermediate press release for the French Living Lab 
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