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1. Introduction 

This deliverable presents the scientific, technical and professional dissemination activities carried out 

within the Forest EcoValue project through publications in specialised national and international journals 

across the partner countries. These articles represent a strategic tool to transfer project results and main 

outputs beyond the consortium, fostering knowledge uptake among forest owners, practitioners, 

policymakers, researchers, and sectoral stakeholders operating in the Alpine Space and beyond. 

The publications reflect the diversity of thematic areas addressed by the project, showcase concrete 

experiences, and promote the key findings and solutions developed within the Living Labs. They cover 

topics such as innovative business models for forest ecosystem services (FES), economic valorisation of 

non-timber forest products, governance and financing mechanisms for biodiversity and carbon services, 

recreational and cultural forest services, as well as protective forest management and natural risk 

mitigation in the context of climate change. 

By targeting both highly specialised forestryjournals and broader professional or policy-oriented 

publications, the project ensures multi-level dissemination: from scientific technical audiences directly 

involved in forest management to institutional actors responsible for regulatory frameworks and funding 

schemes. Several articles explicitly describe real-world testing activities, participatory processes, and 

cross-border knowledge exchange, highlighting how research findings have been translated into 

operational tools (now publicly available on the project website), training initiatives, and pilot actions. 

In addition, as foreseen in the Application Form, a scientific article has been developed and submitted to 

an international specialised peer-reviewed journal. The writing and submission process has been led by 

PP8 – University of Graz. This publication represents a significant added value, as it targets a high-level 

international academic audience and positions the project within the global scientific debate. Differently 

from the articles published in national or sector-specific outlets, this contribution has been submitted to 

a leading international journal (Land Use Policy), thereby amplifying the reach and impact of the project’s 

dissemination activities. It strengthens the already extensive communication efforts carried out at 

national level, enhances the project’s scientific credibility and recognition, and extends the visibility of 

Forest EcoValue results, methodologies, and tools beyond the Alpine region, increasing their potential for 

international uptake, replication, and long-term knowledge exchange. 

Overall, these publications strengthen the scientific robustness, policy relevance, and practical 

applicability of Forest EcoValue outcomes. They also support the replication and transferability of the 

developed models and approaches, contributing to the project’s objective of fostering new circular, green, 

and bio-based markets that enhance forest ecosystem services while ensuring long-term forest resilience 

in the Alpine region. 
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2. Project overview  

Forests of the Alpine Space play a key role in climate change mitigation and resilience, providing multiple 

ecosystem services (ES) and environmental and social benefits such as CO₂ absorption, air pollution 

reduction, biodiversity enhancement, and protection against natural hazards. However, they are 

threatened by abandonment, climate change, and territorial degradation, which progressively reduce 

natural resources and the provision of forest ES (FES). Maintenance costs of Alpine forests are high, and 

public funds and traditional wood value chains are insufficient to cover them. Economic valuation and 

payment schemes for FES are widely discussed but rarely successfully applied. 

The Forest EcoValue project addresses this challenge by developing innovative, sustainable business 

models for forest management and maintenance, supporting new bio-based value chains and ES markets, 

and involving different sectors, public and private actors, and citizens. Restoring and maintaining healthy 

forests has been recognised as a source of value for the Alpine region, while also creating business 

opportunities and green jobs for Alpine communities. 

The project focuses on a subset of FES from the following categories: 

• Provisioning (e.g. biomass, raw materials, chemicals) with a specific focus on non-timber forest 

products, and on the production of woody biomass for energy, integrated into circular energy 

markets. 

• Regulating (e.g. biodiversity, natural risk reduction, CO₂ absorption) concretely working on 

carbon and biodiversity credits, natural risk management through protective forests, and 

innovative environmental finance instruments such as green bonds and reverse auctions.  

• Cultural (e.g. recreation, habitat experience, health) particularly enhancing recreational and 

tourism services and spiritual and cultural services. 

These services have been explored and tested within Living Labs (LLs) across five countries, located in 

different Alpine territories and representing diverse ecological and socio-economic contexts: 

• Italy – Valle Tanaro, Piedmont: The LL in Valle Tanaro explores innovative approaches to 

valorising chestnut groves, promoting non-timber forest products, developing carbon and 

biodiversity credits, and fostering experiential activities linked to forest and rural heritage. 

• France - Haute-Savoie: Grand Annecy and Thonon LLs focus respectively on two aspects 1) 

recreational ecosystem services, enhancing the value of forests through the sale of experiences 

such as ecotourism, outdoor activities, and educational programmes 2) enhancing the value of 

water regulation services through a public-private partnership. 

• Slovenia – Karavanke Mountains, municipality Tržič: The Slovenian LL addresses natural risk 

management with a focus on torrent control, advances solutions for wood biomass supply chains 

and promotes sustainable tourism and recreational use of forests. 

• Austria – Province of Styria: The Styrian LL concentrates on biodiversity and habitat provision 

and carbon sequestration and storage through innovative financing mechanisms such as reverse 

auctions.  
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• Germany – Tegernsee Valley, Upper Bavaria: The German LL explores spiritual and cultural 

services, such as forest cemeteries with biodegradable urns, while also fostering habitat and 

biodiversity conservation through collaborative public–private partnerships. 

Accordingly, the project is aiming to: 

• Map and analyse the Alpine Space forests delivery capacity of FES; 

• Identify and estimate the economic potential, define business models and FES market 

frameworks; 

• Test the models/tools developed by the consortium in pilot LLs involving local players; 

• Compare results at transnational level, identifying obstacles and facilitating factors; 

• Analyse the need for innovative policies to foster forest maintenance, FES markets, and new value 

chains; 

• Elaborate refined transferable tools/models and policy proposals to enable new markets and 

value chains and ensure the expected FES. 

Throughout the project, a continuous participatory process is carried out within the Living Labs. 

Stakeholders’ active involvement in these labs is essential for co-designing and testing models and tools, 

ensuring that the innovative approaches are rooted in local realities. In parallel, public events and 

capacity-building workshops have strengthened engagement, supported knowledge transfer, and 

provided regular updates on project activities. This participatory and long-term approach, tested across 

the five territories, is paving the way for refined, transferable tools and policy proposals that can unlock 

new markets and value chains while safeguarding the provision of ecosystem services in the Alpine Space. 

 

Project duration: 42 months  
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3. France 

French project partners have published 

an article in Forêts de France, the official 

magazine of the Federation of Forestiers 

Privés de France unions.  

This 52-page monthly publication 

represents a key reference point for 

private forest owners, forest managers, 

and sector professionals across the 

country. It provides comprehensive and 

up-to-date information on forestry sector 

developments, including industry news, 

political and regulatory updates, 

economic benchmarks, market trends, 

silvicultural guidance, and practical 

technical factsheets. Each issue also 

features an in-depth thematic dossier 

dedicated to a specific topic of strategic 

relevance for the forestry community, 

offering expert analyses, case studies, 

and practical insights. 

The publication of Forest EcoValue in 

such a widely recognized and specialized 

magazine significantly enhances the 

project’s visibility and outreach within 

the French forestry sector. 

 

4. Italy 

As part of the project’s communication and dissemination activities in Italy, two dedicated articles have 

been published in national outlets addressing both specialized and general audiences, thereby ensuring 

broad visibility among sector experts as well as the wider public. 

These publications go beyond a purely informative purpose. By presenting concrete experiences, solutions 

and methodologies tested in the Living Labs, the articles aim to stimulate their adoption by practitioners, 

policymakers, and stakeholders operating in different contexts. In particular, the choice of combining a 

specialised sector journal with a more general outlet aimed at the wider public allows reaching different 

types of audiences and fosters dissemination at multiple levels. 
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Istituto per le Piante da Legno e l’Ambiente (IPLA) – Valorizzazione dei servizi 

ecosistemici in castanicoltura (FES valorisation in chestnut cultivation) 
Castanea, the chestnut R&D center magazine, is a peer-reviewed, biannual scientific journal published by 

the Regional Center for Chestnut Cultivation of Piedmont. Founded in 2014, it serves as a reference point 

for technical and scientific dissemination in the field of chestnut cultivation. The journal covers a wide 

range of topics, from biodiversity conservation to innovations in chestnut orchard management, and 

policies for territorial enhancement. Each issue features contributions from experts, researchers, and 

professionals in the sector, with the aim of promoting sustainable and innovative chestnut cultivation. 
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Fondazione Lombardia per l’Ambiente (FLA) – Proteggere il patrimonio forestale 

delle Alpi (“Protecting of Alpine Forest Heritage”) 
IlSussidiario.net is an Italian online daily newspaper founded in 2008, known for its in-depth and 

analytical approach to current affairs. The publication stands out for its focus on context and critical 

reflection, offering content that spans politics, economics, culture, science, as well as educational and 

religious topics. One of its defining features is a section dedicated to in-depth analysis, enriched by 
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contributions from prominent figures in academia, institutions, politics, and intellectual circles of various 

backgrounds. IlSussidiario.net presents itself as an open forum where a plurality of voices and opinions 

contribute to a more comprehensive and nuanced view of reality 

(https://www.ilsussidiario.net/news/proteggere-il-patrimonio-forestale-delle-alpi-un-progetto-secondo-

3-linee-dazione-ecco-le-soluzioni/2828700/) 

 

 

https://www.ilsussidiario.net/news/proteggere-il-patrimonio-forestale-delle-alpi-un-progetto-secondo-3-linee-dazione-ecco-le-soluzioni/2828700/
https://www.ilsussidiario.net/news/proteggere-il-patrimonio-forestale-delle-alpi-un-progetto-secondo-3-linee-dazione-ecco-le-soluzioni/2828700/
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5. Germany  

The German partner published an article in LandInForm – Magazin für Ländliche Räume (Issue 4/2025), a 

specialized German magazine dedicated to rural development, agricultural policy, regional innovation, 

and knowledge exchange between research and practice. The magazine addresses stakeholders involved 

in rural areas, including policymakers, practitioners, researchers, and local development actors, and 

regularly features case studies and applied research under sections such as “Forschung trifft Praxis” 

(Research Meets Practice).  

On pages 38–39, the article (attached below) entitled “Den Wert der Wälder sichtbar machen” (“Making the 

Value of Forests Visible”) presents the Forest EcoValue project, funded under the Interreg Alpine Space 

programme. Despite that, the article goes beyond presenting the project by showcasing concrete 

experiences developed within the Living Lab. In fact, it explains how, within a “Reallabor” (real-world 

laboratory, the Living Lab) in Bavaria, researchers from ifuplan and local forest owners collaboratively 

explore innovative business models that allow forest owners to receive financial compensation for 

ecosystem services such as recreation, climate protection, biodiversity conservation, and environmental 

education. The article highlights the shift from traditional timber-based income models to multifunctional 

forest management approaches, describes the co-creation process between science and practice, and 

presents concrete examples such as the development of a “Green Initiative” offering educational forest 

tours and other value-generating activities. It also underlines the importance of supportive policy 

frameworks to enable the remuneration of forest ecosystem services and ensure the long-term viability of 

such innovative business models. Therefore, these real-world examples support the uptake of project tools 

and approaches by stakeholders while strengthening dissemination by translating project results into 

actionable insights for a broad audience. 
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6. Slovenia 

As part of the Slovenian dissemination activities, two professional articles were published in national 

forestry journals, targeting experts, practitioners, and institutional stakeholders involved in forest 

management and natural hazard prevention. Both publications highlight the Slovenian Living Lab’s 
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contribution to Forest EcoValue, with a particular focus on the protective function of forests in torrential 

(flash-flood prone) areas and on strengthening governance and technical capacities in the context of 

increasing climate-related risks. As for other LLs, the publications are designed not only to describe the 

activities carried out within the Slovenian Living Lab, but also to promote the transfer, uptake, and 

replicability of the developed approaches in similar environmental and institutional contexts. 

 

Izobraževanje o urejanju hudourniških območij v gozdnem prostoru (“Training on the 

Management of Torrential Areas in Forest Environments”) 
Published in Gozdarski vestnik (GozdVestn 83, 2025, Issue 1–2, pp. 43–48) a leading Slovenian professional 

forestry journal, the article presents an educational initiative organised within the framework of the 

Interreg Alpine Space project Forest EcoValue. 

The publication explains how the Slovenian Forest Service (ZGS), in cooperation with research institutions 

and other Alpine projects, addressed the historically underdeveloped and underfunded system of 

preventive action in torrential areas. In light of increasingly frequent extreme rainfall events, the need for 

a comprehensive and operational system of torrent risk management has become urgent. 

A core part of the article describes the training visit carried out in Austria (Ossiach/Osoje, April 2025), where 

Slovenian, Austrian, and French experts examined the Austrian system of torrent and avalanche control 

(Wildbach- und Lawinenverbauung). The article details both the theoretical and field components of the 

programme: 

• legal and institutional frameworks, 

• monitoring systems and engineering field assessments, 

• construction of torrent retention barriers, 

• bioengineering and forest management measures for slope stabilisation, 

• GIS-based data collection and shared digital platforms. 

The publication concludes by summarising key lessons learned, including the need for clearer allocation 

of responsibilities among state authorities, municipalities, forest owners, and sectoral institutions; 

stronger interdisciplinary cooperation; improved GIS-supported monitoring; simplified procedures; and 

reinforced financial and political backing for torrent management in forest areas.  

In conclusion, by focusing on concrete methodologies related to protective forest management and 

torrent risk mitigation, the article aims to provide actionable knowledge that can be adopted by other 

regions facing comparable challenges. 



17 
D.3.3.1: Articles in specialised journals                                          
 

 



18 
D.3.3.1: Articles in specialised journals                                          
 

 

 



19 
D.3.3.1: Articles in specialised journals                                          
 

 



20 
D.3.3.1: Articles in specialised journals                                          
 

 



21 
D.3.3.1: Articles in specialised journals                                          
 

 



22 
D.3.3.1: Articles in specialised journals                                          
 

 

 

Delavnica o gospodarjenju s hudourniki – Jelendol (“Workshop on Torrent 

Management – Jelendol”) 
The second Slovenian article reports on a national workshop held in Jelendol and focuses on the 

integrated management of torrential catchments in forested areas. The publication highlights the 

importance of preventive action in upstream forest zones as a fundamental component of comprehensive 

flood protection strategies. 

The article outlines discussions among forestry professionals, researchers, and public authorities on: 
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• the role of protective forests in reducing erosion and sediment transport, 

• the combination of structural measures (e.g. retention structures and stabilisation works) with 

adapted forest management practices, 

• climate change impacts and the increasing frequency of extreme weather events, 

• the need for coordinated action across forestry, water management, and local governance sectors. 

Particular emphasis is placed on knowledge exchange and stakeholder dialogue as essential elements for 

strengthening institutional capacity and improving practical implementation. 
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7. Austria 

Steiermarks Wälder im Fokus: Nachhaltigkeit für Zukunft und Wirtschaft - Styria’s 

Forests in Focus: Sustainability for the Future and the Economy 
For the Austrian dissemination activities, Holzcluster Steiermark (Woodcluster Styria) also supported the 

publication of an article in the Austrian online news platform Die Nachrichten, a digital news outlet covering 

national and regional developments in Austria, including economic, environmental, and local policy topics. 

The article, entitled “Steiermarks Wälder im Fokus: Nachhaltigkeit für Zukunft und Wirtschaft” and published 

on 10 November 2024, highlights the role of the Styrian Living Lab developed within Forest EcoValue. The 
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article explains how the province of Styria, the most forested region in Austria, is facing increasing 

challenges linked to climate change, extreme weather events, and declining economic opportunities in 

traditional forestry. Within this context, the Forest EcoValue project is presented as an innovative “real-

world laboratory” bringing together forest owners, companies, and regional forestry organisations to 

develop sustainable business models that enhance the value of forest ecosystem services. The article 

emphasises the importance of moving beyond traditional timber production towards a circular 

bioeconomy approach that supports multiple ecosystem services, including biodiversity conservation and 

CO₂ absorption, while strengthening green value chains in sectors such as energy production, construction, 

and the chemical and pharmaceutical industries. The article, conceived not only as communication tool, 

but as instruments to foster the uptake and replication of the innovative solutions developed within the 

project, is available at the following link: https://die-nachrichten.at/oesterreich/steiermark/graz-

umgebung/steiermarks-waelder-im-fokus-nachhaltigkeit-fuer-zukunft-und-wirtschaft/ 

 

https://die-nachrichten.at/oesterreich/steiermark/graz-umgebung/steiermarks-waelder-im-fokus-nachhaltigkeit-fuer-zukunft-und-wirtschaft/
https://die-nachrichten.at/oesterreich/steiermark/graz-umgebung/steiermarks-waelder-im-fokus-nachhaltigkeit-fuer-zukunft-und-wirtschaft/
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Holzcluster Steiermark und die Universität Graz - Woodcluster Styria and the 

University of Graz 
A second article was published as part of the Austrian dissemination activities, further promoting the 

visibility of the project through the efforts of Holzcluster Steiermark, that supported the visibility of the 

project through a promotion in the national Austrian journal ImmoFokus. This publication is a professional 

magazine providing information and analysis on developments in the real estate, construction, and 

sustainability sectors, including market trends, industry initiatives, and innovative projects. The article, 

published on 26 October 2025, presents the activities of the Styrian Living Lab developed within Forest 

EcoValue. It reports on discussions held during the Holzcluster Steiermark Clusterforum, where 

representatives from the forestry and wood sector, researchers, and financial stakeholders explored how 

forest ecosystem services – such as biodiversity conservation and climate protection – can be measured 

and translated into fair compensation mechanisms for forest owners. The article also highlights concrete 

measures currently being implemented in the Living Lab, including the retention of habitat trees to support 

biodiversity and the transition towards structurally diverse continuous-cover forests with natural 

regeneration, while outlining the potential of new financial instruments and cooperative frameworks to 

support the long-term integration of ecosystem services into forest management and economic decision-
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making. By presenting these practical experiences and solutions, the article contributes to encouraging the 

adoption and dissemination of the proposed approaches among stakeholders operating in related sectors, 

while also raising their awareness on the importance and potential of forest ecosystem services. As such, it 

not only enhances project visibility but also reinforces multi-level dissemination and the scaling up of its 

results beyond the original pilot area. The article is available at the following link: 

https://immofokus.at/a/holzcluster-steiermark-und-die-universitaet-graz 

 

https://immofokus.at/a/holzcluster-steiermark-und-die-universitaet-graz
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Holzcluster Steiermark - Neue Wege der Waldbewirtschaftung (“New Approaches to 

Forest Management”) 
As part of the Austrian dissemination activities, Waldverband Österreich published the article “Neue Wege 

der Waldbewirtschaftung” (“New Approaches to Forest Management”) on its official online platform. The 

article presents the experiences developed within the Styrian Living Lab of the Forest EcoValue project, 

focusing in particular on innovative financing mechanisms designed to support biodiversity conservation 

and climate-related ecosystem services. It describes the implementation of a reverse auction mechanism, 

through which forest owners voluntarily proposed measures such as the preservation of habitat trees, 

deadwood retention, and continuous-cover forestry practices aimed at improving biodiversity and long-

term carbon sequestration. The publication highlights how market-oriented instruments can complement 

traditional funding schemes while encouraging the active involvement of forest owners in the provision of 

ecosystem services. By showcasing concrete pilot experiences and practical lessons learned, the article 
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contributes to promoting the transferability and potential replication of the tested approaches in other 

Alpine regions and beyond. The article is available at the following link: 

https://www.waldverband.at/artikel/neue-wege-der-waldbewirtschaftung/. 

 

University of Graz (article in international specialised journal) - It’s complicated”: 

Exploring a behavioral gap in small-scale forest management in Austria using multi-

objective optimization 

Differently from the other contributions, which are primarily published in national or sector-specific 

outlets, this scientific article led by the University of Graz represents a significant step forward in terms of 

international academic dissemination. The manuscript entitled “It’s complicated”: Exploring a behavioral 

gap in small-scale forest management in Austria using multi-objective optimization has been submitted on 

March 31 to Land Use Policy, a highly prestigious, peer-reviewed international journal specialising in the 

analysis of land use dynamics, policies, and sustainability challenges. As one of the leading journals in this 

field, Land Use Policy reaches a global audience of researchers, policymakers, and practitioners, thus 

ensuring a much broader visibility compared to national-level publications. The manuscript is currently 

still under evaluation by the editor. 

Publishing in such an internationally recognised journal provides clear added value to the project. In fact, 

it significantly enhances the scientific credibility of Forest EcoValue, facilitates the dissemination of its 

methodological approaches and key findings beyond the Alpine region, and increases the potential for 

uptake of project results at international level. In this sense, the article not only contributes to academic 

debate but also strengthens the transferability and long-term impact of the project outputs. 

Abstract 

Forests play a vital role in sustaining biodiversity, mitigating climate change, and enhancing human well-

being through forests’ contributions to people (FCP). Ensuring the continued FCP provision requires active 

engagement of small-scale private forest owners (PFO), who manage a significant share of Europe’s forests. 

Although small-scale PFO are often characterized as multi-objective managers, not primarily driven by 

commercial interests, the stated objectives of PFO do not always translate into real, observed behavior. In 

this exploratory study, we develop a methodological approach to investigate this gap by applying multi-

objective robust optimization of forest composition based on Austrian small-scale PFO expectations 

regarding the performance of different forest stand types. This approach allows us to compare the 

objectives forest owners state they would like to pursue with those their observed forest management 

behavior reveals. Once we identify this gap, we explore the factors that contribute to its persistence. The 

results support existing evidence on the multi-objectivity of small-scale PFO and suggest that while small-

scale PFO see mixed coniferous-deciduous forestry as a solution to fulfill their multiple objectives, they are 

constrained by perceived management complexity. Another finding is the perceived complementarity of 

management objectives for providing material, regulating, and non-material FCP, indicating rejection of 

the ‘material needs vs. conservation’ dichotomy among small-scale PFO. These insights highlight that 

effective small-scale PFO engagement in maintenance of FCP provision requires a new approach to forest 

conservation policy and governance that embraces their diverse preferences and addresses the growing 

management complexity constraint. 

 

https://www.waldverband.at/artikel/neue-wege-der-waldbewirtschaftung/
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