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Why this topic matters in the Alps

The Alpine region combines:

• Sensitive mountain ecosystems

• Strong tourism and outdoor sport activities

• Textile and plastics manufacturing and recycling

actors

• Cross-border material and waste flows

• Specific challenges: scattered settlements, seasonal

tourism, remote locations that are hard to access
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Main question: how are circular economy principles translated into waste prevention 

and management policies in the Alpine regions?

Mapping focused on:

• European regulatory frameworks

• National regulations in Alpine countries

• Regional competences and planning tools

• Economic and policy instruments

• Regional best practices

• Remaining gaps and future challenges

Objective of the mapping
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Methodology: data was collected through questionnaires completed by experts from 

Austria, France, Germany, Italy and Slovenia. Switzerland was also included because 

of its importance for textile development, processing and material flows in the wider 

Alpine region.

Result: report on Regulations and economic policies for waste prevention and 

management in the Alps

Objective of the mapping



MAIN RESULTS OF 

THE MAPPING
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Key EU principles shaping waste policy in the Alpine regions:

• Waste hierarchy: prevention, reuse, recycling, recovery, disposal

• Polluter-pays principle

• Extended Producer Responsibility, or EPR

• Separate collection and recycling targets

• Sustainable product design

• Reduction of hazardous substances

• Product durability, repairability and recyclability

European framework: the common foundation
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The textile industry → a fast-changing regulatory area.

Important developments for textiles:

• Mandatory separate collection of textile waste from 2025 

• Textile EPR schemes under development in most countries 

• Focus on reuse, repair, refurbishment, recycling and upcycling 

• Future digital product passports 

• Ecodesign requirements for durability and recyclability 

• Restrictions on hazardous substances through REACH

Textile industry
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Plastics:

• EU action has mainly focused on packaging and single-

use plastics 

• Ecodesign rules will also apply to plastic products and 

components 

• By 2030, EU packaging should be recyclable 

• End-of-waste criteria are expected to support recycled 

plastics markets 

For mountain outdoor products:

• Most Alpine countries have no specific EPR for sports or 

mountain goods(ski boots, backpacks, tents, etc.)

• France is the main exception, with an EPR scheme for 

sport and leisure articles

Plastics and outdoor products
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Main findings across countries:

• EU countries largely follow the European regulatory framework 

• National differences are limited because EU directives guide implementation 

• Textile EPR is being prepared in Austria, Germany, Italy and Slovenia 

• France already has EPR for textiles and sport/leisure articles 

• Switzerland is outside the EU but strongly influenced by neighbouring policies 

• No country has a fully Alpine-specific waste law for outdoor products

National comparison
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Although most waste laws are national or European, Alpine regions adapt waste 

management in practice to deal with tourism, remote areas, mountain geography 

and local needs.

Regions and local authorities play a key role in:

• Waste management planning 

• Separate collection systems 

• Awareness-raising campaigns 

• Adapting services to geography and tourism 

• Supporting circular economy projects 

• Mobilising funding, including European funds 

Regional level
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Economic and support mechanisms include:

• EPR eco-contributions paid by producers 

• Repair bonuses and support for repair networks 

• Support for reuse and social economy organisations

• Public funding for collection and recycling infrastructure 

• Horizon Europe, LIFE, ERDF and other EU programmes

• Regional platforms supporting circular economy projects

Economic policy instruments
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Key challenges remain:

• Complex composition of outdoor textile and plastic products 

• Low volumes but high diversity of waste streams 

• Limited recycling options for technical products 

• Uneven collection and treatment systems 

• Seasonal tourism pressure 

• Remote mountain infrastructure 

• Need for stronger cross-border coordination

Main gaps and challenges
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